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1Theological Grounding
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serve your name with our gifts and passions. Throughout history, you have emboldened leaders in your effort 

to energize people to serve creation. May we sense your Spirit moving within our efforts to raise up and 

support leaders for your Church’s ongoing work in the world. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.
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2 Covenant: Sacred commitments to relationship.

3 Article III, Paragraph 6, of the UCC Constitution and Bylaws.

The work of ministry and of 

the Church begins and ends in 

community. Our shared love 

of Christ and our response 

to God’s grace compel us 

to work for and beside one 

another for the sake of God’s 

mission. In the United Church 

of Christ, these relationships 

of working together for God’s 

sake are called covenants. We 

speak highly of covenantal 

relationships though at times 

we prefer individualism, in 

effect saying to other members 

of the Body, “I have no need 

of you” (I Corinthians 12). 

Our covenantal relationships 

are rarely perfect, but we 

believe that——when we 

govern our common life as the 

United Church of Christ with 

commitment to one another and 

Christ——then we demonstrate 

Christ’s love and the Spirit’s 

wisdom at work through us in 

life-giving ways.
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